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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday, December 21, 2011 

7:30 pm 

 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday, December 21, 2011, at 

the Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 
Members Present:   Chairman Kevin Kelly  

Bruce Hartleben 

Patty Kiernan 

Jim MacDonald 
 

Members Absent:  Anne Houck  

 

Staff Present:   None 

 
Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 

 

New Cases: 

 
1. Westchester Burger     Case #ARB11-30 

 353 North Bedford Road    Signage 

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

   & 
2. Westchester Burger     Case #ARB11-31 

 353 North Bedford Road    Façade Alterations 

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

 

Chairman Kelly called the first case & second case, Westchester Burger – 
353 North Bedford Road.  Vincent Corso (owner of Westchester Burger) 

and Nicholas Rudyk from Hudson Sign Company appeared before the 

Board to get an approval for both signage and façade alterations to the 

building.   
 

Chairman Kelly asked the applicants to describe their proposal.  Mr. Corso 

explained that they would like to remove the arbor that is in front of the 

building, and give the building some more exposure.  Jim MacDonald 
asked if that would include the fencing.  Mr. Corso explained it would not 

include the fencing in the front.  Mr. Corso added that they would be 

taking the shingles out, and keeping the same look that they have with 

the other Westchester Burger restaurants in White Plains and Rye Brook 
with the brick façade.  He explained that they would be installing a thin 

brick all the way around the building.  Mr. Corso explained that with the 

permission of removing the arbor, they actually want to install a canopy in 

its place.  Mr. Rudyk handed out an updated drawing with the proposed 

canopy.  Mr. Rudyk explained the canopy would be a black strip made of 
cloth fabric.  Jim MacDonald asked if the canopy would be against the 

building.  Mr. Rudyk stated that it would be mounted to the soffit that 

could be seen on the side view of the drawing.  Chairman Kelly explained 

that the canopy would be at a sway angle, like a thirty-degree angle and 
that “Bar & Grille” graphics would also be on the canopy.  Jim MacDonald 

stated that if he recalled correctly, some of the doors in front open as 

well.  Mr. Corso stated that was correct.  Mr. Rudyk also explained that 

there are twelve inches from the soffit to the top of the door jam so it 
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would clear the door jam.  He added that the canopy would not cover the 

doorway.   

 
Mr. Corso explained that they proposed the street sign as smaller than 

what exists there currently because it had to come into compliance.  Mr. 

Rudyk handed out to the Board the updated photo of the new proposed 

street sign.  Mr. Rudyk stated that there are two face options for the 
mobile sign cabinet, one being a plexi glass face with vinyl graphics or a 

drop out aluminum face with all the lettering cut out and backlit plexi 

glass.  Chairman Kelly asked if the aluminum is going to be finished in 

aluminum?  Mr. Rudyk stated, no the aluminum will be painted black.  
Chairman Kelly stated that their proposal would be more upscale than 

what is there now.  Jim MacDonald stated he liked the ties to how the 

letters punch with the other signs.  Chairman Kelly wanted to clarify and 

asked if they are going to take the aluminum and paint it black and 
cream?  Mr. Rudyk stated that the back is aluminum, and wherever you 

see cream and red, the aluminum has been removed and there is plexi 

glass behind it.  He said to create a red he would use a white plexi glass, 

and put translucent vinyl over it.  He added that the plexi glass is gloss, 

and in order to match the satin finish they would use a translucent vinyl to 
make a red and ivory.  Jim MacDonald asked if it is exposed to the 

elements.  Mr. Rudyk stated yes, but it is an outdoor material so it won’t 

scratch.  Mr. Rudyk also added it would be internally lit.  Chairman Kelly 

asked how thick the profile is?  Mr. Rudyk explained the thickness profile 
is twelve inches and is black.  He explained that it would be the same on 

both sides.  Chairman Kelly asked about the post.  Mr. Rudyk explained 

that the existing post is quarter inch wall steel.  He added that there will 

be a small post underneath it.  
 

Patty Kiernan asked if all of the trim is going to stay white.  Mr. Corso 

explained that the lattice on the fence is gone already, and that the white 

that is all underneath is going to be the brick veneer.  Jim MacDonald 

stated that part of the front fence is falling down, and asked if it is going 
to be repaired.  Mr. Corso stated that everything is going to be repaired, 

same thing with the arbor that is there.  He explained that he wasn’t sure 

if he could just take the arbor down, or get an approval to do so.  Patty 

Kiernan asked about the white trim on the building.  Jim MacDonald stated 
that at the White Plains restaurant he thought it was a taupe color.  Mr. 

Corso said that was correct, and that was done with stucco.  Mr. Corso 

stated that the white trim on the building would probably be painted 

because it is too much of an eyesore.  He also explained that a lot of white 
that is being seen is part of the arbor.  Patty Kiernan explained that she 

really likes the signage, but does not like the white trim.  She stated she 

thought it would look much cleaner if the trim were taupe or black.  

Chairman Kelly also added to keep in mind that they also have the 
proposed black banner too.   

 

Chairman Kelly stated he wanted to clarify for the record that the lattice is 

already gone because it was shown on the photos that were submitted 

with the application.  Mr. Corso said that all of the lattice is already gone.  
Jim MacDonald asked what was going to happen to that now.  Mr. Corso 

said that it is going to be a brick face.  Chairman Kelly wanted to talk 

about the fence.  He asked if anyone checked that it can become a wall.  

Chairman Kelly asked if anyone had checked that it was on the property.  
Mr. Corso stated yes, it was on their property.  Mr. Corso also added that 

for safety purposes, where the lattice is now they want to keep that line 

and make it wrought iron in between to keep it safe.  Chairman Kelly 

asked if that is what the applicant is proposing and the applicant stated 
yes.  Chairman Kelly stated that the lower parapet of the fence is to be 
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brick veneer.  Mr. Corso stated that was correct.  Chairman Kelly also 

asked if there would be a cap on top of the wall itself?  Mr. Corso said it 

would be in between the columns.  Chairman Kelly stated the fence had a 
cap on the top, he asked what the cap is made out of.  Mr. Corso said it is 

made out of wood and they are proposing to keep it wood and paint it 

black.  Patty Kiernan wanted to double check that when he said the lattice 

is coming out that the posts are staying.  She was under the impression 
that the whole top and bottom were coming out.  Chairman Kelly stated 

that it would be an aluminum cut fence, and that the applicant would need 

to get a cut sheet and submit it to the Building Department.  Chairman 

Kelly further added that Mr. Corso would need to get a building permit to 
do that work.  Mr. Corso added that the height of the fence would stay the 

same as what is existing there now.  Chairman Kelly said that the veneer 

brick would be the same brick.  Mr. Corso asked if he was to decide in the 

future to not go with the brick and just paint the bottom part of the fence 
black would that be okay with the Board?  Jim MacDonald stated that he 

actually thought they would have trouble installing the brick.  Jim 

MacDonald stated that the landscape generally covers it up anyway so he 

would be fine with it either way.   

 
Chairman Kelly explained that the HVAC system on the building that was 

not screened needed to be screened either by the applicant or by the 

landlord.  Chairman Kelly explained that the covering should probably 

match the other unit that is already screened.  He also asked would be 
what color should it be?  Jim MacDonald stated that the taupe is nice.  

Chairman Kelly asked the applicant if he had any objection to taupe and 

the applicant stated no he did not.  

 
Jim MacDonald stated that it was his understanding that the sign is 

supposed to be above the entrance.  Jim MacDonald also explained that 

he thought when the trees come out they are going to block the sign at 

the proposed location.  Jim MacDonald stated he wasn’t sure of their 

intention with the location of the sign that they proposed.  Mr. Rudyk 
explained that the reason they proposed the sign at the roof line is to 

have the maximum height possible.  Mr. Rudyk asked if they would be 

able to move the sign over to the left but keep it at the same height?  

Chairman Kelly said they wouldn’t be able to do that because due to the 
fact that there are two roof lines the sign would then be over the roof line 

if it was moved over to the left at the same height.  That would mean that 

the applicant would have to go to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Bruce 

Hartleben suggested putting the sign centered over the door but lower.  
Chairman Kelly said that once the canopy comes in, that spot will probably 

end up being their better shot.  He said that if the sign was directly above 

the entrance the it would not be obstructed by anything.  Chairman Kelly 

said that he believes you will really still be able to see the sign better 
centered over the door.  Patty Kiernan also added that she believes when 

driving down the street the sign that grabs you is the sign out front on the 

street, and then you look over at the sign on the building afterward.  Mr. 

Corso asked if the Board preferred the sign directly smack over the middle 

of the door?  Chairman Kelly explained that if Mr. Corso wanted to take 
his chances with the Zoning Board of Appeals, then the Architectural 

Review Board could go through everything and vote on everything but 

that sign.  Chairman Kelly also explained that Mr. Corso would have to 

wait until he could get an approval from the Zoning Board of Appeals for 
that sign because Chairman Kelly did not have the power to approve it.  

He also explained that the Architectural Review Board could make a 

recommendation to the Zoning Board of Appeals for the sign, but that’s 

the most they would be able to do.   
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Chairman Kelly wanted to go over the scope of work one by one.  

Chairman Kelly explained that the fence is either going to be veneered in 

brick to match the building or painted either black or taupe.  He stated the 
trim on the building is going to be painted taupe.  Chairman Kelly said the 

proposed building sign is going to be relocated to over the front entrance.  

He stated that the applicant is going to screen the HVAC unit with lattice 

trim, and it is going to be painted in taupe to match the existing 
screening.  The street sign is fine the way it was submitted. 

 

Jim MacDonald asked if the applicant had any thoughts about lighting.  

Mr. Corso stated that there is outside lighting that is presently there now.  
He also stated that the lighting accentuates the landscaping that is on the 

property, which is really nice.  Chairman Kelly clarified that at this point in 

time there is no additional lighting being proposed.   

 
Motion:  Jim MacDonald made the motion to accept the summary 

Chairman Kelly gave along with the attached exhibit for 

Westchester Burger located at 353 North Bedford Road.  Patty 

Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 
Chairman Kelly also noted for the record that the applicant has the right 

to go to the Zoning Board of Appeals to relocate the main sign to higher 

on the roof. 

  
Minutes:  

 

October 19, 2011  

November 16, 2011 
 

The Board voted to table the minutes and approve them at the next 

meeting of the Architectural Review Board. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Kevin Kelly 

Chairman 

 

 
 


